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Arab  Banking Corporation
(B.S.C)), the parent company of
the Arab banking group
headquartered in  Bahrain,
announced the Group’s net
profit for the year to September
2005 totalled US$98 million.
This was an increase of 28%
over the comparable net profit
for the same period last year of
US$76 million from continuing
operations  (excluding the
profit of $455 million arising
from the disposal of ABC's
subsidiaries International Bank
of Asia Limited, Hong Kong, and Banco Atlantico S.A., Spain).

Total income increased to US$250 million (2004: US$233 million) following the
successful implementation of the product-based matrix management
structure. A substantial improvement in asset quality resulted in a write-back
of US$12 million from loan recoveries, compared to the charge of US$6 million
for loan loss provisions in the same period last year. Operating expenses were
kept under strict control at US$145 million, (2004: US$143 million).
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Corporation (ABC) announces September
~date result with 28% increase in earnings

ABC Group’s total assets amounted to US$16.1 billion (2004 year end:
US$14.9 billion). Liquidity remains strong, with the liquid assets to
deposits ratio at 73% (2004: 79%). The loans to deposits ratio remained
steady at 54% (2004: 56%). The Group continues to maintain a strong
capital base as evidenced by the risk asset ratio of 22.2% at September
2005, compared with the ratio of 25.3% at the year end 2004, calculated
in accordance with the requirements of the Bahrain Monetary Agency.

Mr. Ghazi M. Abdul-Jawad, President & Chief Executive said, “We have yet
again achieved increases in revenues and net profit, clearly
demonstrating that our focus on the Arab region and its trade flows
continues to enhance our income generating capabilities, whilst strong
risk management and controls have improved asset quality and effective
cost control measures have succeeded in restricting increases in
operating costs. Operational improvements resulting from the
implementation of our new matrix structure are enhancing the strengths
of our core wholesale activities: Trade Finance, Treasury Operations,
Islamic Financial Services and Project Finance. With oil prices continuing
to remain high, the number of regional development projects is
expected to pick up, providing additional income streams. Retail banking
activities in our niche markets across North Africa and in Jordan are also
expanding as regional economies continue to grow, further enhancing
ABC's earnings stream.”

United Stainless Steel Company (USCO) and Arab Banking Corporation Sign
US$153 million Senior Debt Facility in Bahrain
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At the signing ceremony, from right are, Mr. Adil Al Bader, General Manager, Kuwait Foundry Company; Mr. Khalid Al-Qadeeri, Chairman and Managing Director, United Stainless Steel Company
(USCO); Mr. Hisham Al-Razzugi, CEO, Gulf Investment Corporation (GIC); Mr. Abdulmagid Breish (standing) Deputy Chief Executive and Chief Banking Officer, Arab Banking Corporation (B.S.C.);
Sh. Nasser Al Thani, General Manager, Qatar Steel Company (Qasco) and Mr. Saad Alissa, Chairman, United Gulf Industries Corporation (UGIC).

United Stainless Steel Company (“USCO”) signed a facility agreement with
Arab Banking Corporation (B.S.C.) (“ABC”) as sole underwriter and
mandated lead arranger on December 11, 2005 in Bahrain. The Facility will
be used to part finance the construction of a 90,000 tonnes per year cold
rolled stainless steel mill in Hidd, Bahrain. The total facilities amount is
US$153 million.

USCO was established in February 2005 and construction commenced
in April 2005. Production is scheduled to start in April 2007. It will be
the first company of its kind in Bahrain and the region, with the closest
similar facilities being in Europe (Italy) and East Asia (India).

USCO is one of the major industrial projects in the region, with an
investment of more than US$200 million. contd



United Stainless Steel Company and Arab Banking...

It is the third major investment in Bahrain by Gulf Investment
Corporation (GIC). The other two investments are Gulf Industrial
Investment Company (GIIC) and Al- Ezzel Independent Power and
Water Plant.

The project has brought together several strategic GCC private and
public sector investors, namely:

Gulf Investment Corporation (GIC) Kuwait
Qatar Steel Company (QASCO) Qatar
United Gulf Industries Corporation (UGIC) Bahrain
National Industries Group (NIG) Kuwait

Al Rashid Group Saudi Arabia
Al Kharafi Group Kuwait
Kuwait Foundry Company Kuwait

Mr. Hisham Al-Razzuqi, CEO of GIC stated that the project will create
employment opportunities of around 220 jobs, of which over 50%
will be Bahraini citizens, and will benefit the economy of the country
and the region.

Mr. Al-Razzugi also highlighted that as an industrial venture, USCO is
strong proof that the GCC economies, despite their relatively small
market size, can support industrial projects that utilize the
competitive advantages of the region to penetrate markets beyond
their borders.
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Mr. Abdulmagid Breish Deputy Chief Executive and Chief Banking Officer, Arab Banking
Corporation (B.S.C.); presents a memento to Mr. Khalid Al-Qadeeri, Chairman and Managing
Director, United Stainless Steel Company (USCO)

The USCO project is well structured, including long-term raw material
supply and off-take agreements. This has been reflected in the strong
investor interest as represented in USCO shareholders list. The risk profile
allows the project to be financed on favorable terms.

The senior debt facility will be made available by ABC for participation by
other financial institutions in a limited syndication to be launched shortly.

ABC finances sale and leaseback of Boeing 747-400F freighter aircraft
operated by Singapore Airlines Cargo for IceSing ehtf.

IceSing ehf,, a special purpose company established by FL Group and
Kaupthing Bank of Iceland, signed a facility agreement with Arab
Banking Corporation (B.S.C.). The facility was used to part finance the
acquisition by IceSing of a 1997 Boeing 747-400F freighter aircraft
previously owned and operated by Singapore Airlines Cargo Pte Ltd,
which will continue to operate the aircraft under a new 10-year
operating lease. The total loan facility amount is US$67 million.

Singapore Airlines Cargo (“SQC”) is a wholly-owned subsidiary of
Singapore Airlines Limited. It was formed as a separate legal entity in
July 2001, but has a successful operating history dating to its
establishment as a separate cargo division in 1992. SQC operates a
standardized fleet of 15 purpose-built 747-400 freighters, and also

markets all of the belly hold freight capacity of its parent’s fleet of 90
wide-body passenger aircraft. SQC is the world’s third-largest
internationally-focused cargo carrier, based on total scheduled freight
tons carried annually, with its network spanning 67 cities in 35
countries with over 700 flights per week.

IceSing ehf. is a special purpose company established for this
transaction, owned by FL Group, which owns the flag carrier of Iceland,
Icelandair, together with 14 other subsidiaries in travel and airline
related businesses, and Kaupthing Bank, Iceland’s largest bank.

The facility is likely to be made available for participation by other
financial institutions in a limited syndication to be launched shortly.

Arab Banking Corporation (B.S.C.) issues US$400 million 5 year Floating Rate Deposit Note

On 18th November, Arab Banking Corporation B.S.C. ("ABC"),
headquartered in Bahrain, issued a US$400 million 5 year Floating Rate
Deposit Note, rated BBB by both S&P and Fitch under the US$2.5 billion
Euro Medium Term Deposit Note Programme that ABC established to
lengthen and diversify the bank’s funding sources. Citigroup and HSBC
acted as Joint Arrangers of the Programme and Joint Lead
Managers/Book Runner of the new issue.

The Note witnessed a broad investor demand following a well-received
roadshow in Asia and Europe, and achieved strong regional investor
diversification; 42% of the deal was placed in Europe, 23% in Asia and the
remainder in the Middle East. Given the strong demand, the diversity of
the order book and the level of oversubscription, ABC was able to
achieve $400 million at a tighter level than the initial price guidance: the
issue was priced at 3 month US$ Libor +49 bps with a coupon of
Libor+45 bps.

Being the first tranche of the US$2.5 billion EMTDN Programme, the size
of this transaction has created an excellent benchmark. Under the
EMTDN Programme ABC can, in future, raise funds at any time from the
market either through another issuance or on a bilateral basis through
reverse enquiries via the 12 prestigious dealer banks appointed for that
purpose.

ABC’s management would like to take this opportunity to thank all the
investors who participated or have shown an interest in this most
successful deal.

A representative for the Lead Managers said, “This transactions reception
in the market reflects strong investor demand for the ABC credit and has

created an excellent benchmark for future issuance by regional financial
institutions.”

ABC'’S SHARES TRADED ON
BAHRAIN STOCK EXCHANGE

Report on ABC’s traded shares
(last bid and last offer in US dollars)
at closing time

Date Last bid | Last offer
10 Oct 2005 10.52 11.00
31 Oct 2005 11.00 11.50
01 Nov 2005 - 11.75
22 Nov 2005 11.75 11.85
29 Nov 2005 11.95 13.00
15 Dec 2005 11.85 11.95
21 Dec 2005 11.95 12.00
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